
THE EARTH SUMMIT & THE 
EARTH SUMMIT AGREEMENTS



EARTH SUMMIT 

• The Earth Summit, officially known as the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED), was a landmark event held in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, in June 1992.

•  It was one of the largest gatherings of world leaders in history, with 
representatives from 172 countries, as well as thousands of NGOs, businesses, 
and other groups in attendance.

• The Earth Summit aimed to address pressing global environmental issues and 
sustainable development challenges facing the world.

• Key topics included climate change, biodiversity loss, deforestation, desertification, and 
the management of oceans and freshwater resources.



Goals: 
• Promoting Sustainable Development: The primary objective of the Earth Summit was to promote the 

concept of sustainable development, which balances economic growth, social equity, and environmental 
protection to meet the needs of present and future generations without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.

• Addressing Environmental Issues: The summit aimed to address a wide range of environmental issues, 
including biodiversity loss, climate change, deforestation, desertification, pollution, and resource depletion. 
It provided a platform for discussing the interconnected nature of these issues and developing strategies to 
mitigate their impacts.

• Promoting Equity and Social Justice: The summit aimed to promote equity and social justice by addressing 
the disproportionate impacts of environmental degradation on vulnerable and marginalized communities, 
both within and between countries. It emphasized the importance of ensuring that the benefits of 
sustainable development are shared equitably among all segments of society.

• Raising Awareness and Mobilizing Action: Finally, the Earth Summit aimed to raise awareness about 
environmental issues and mobilize action at the local, national, and international levels. It provided a 
platform for dialogue, education, and advocacy, encouraging individuals and organizations to take concrete 
steps to protect the environment and promote sustainable development.



Outcomes:

• Rio Declaration on Environment and Development: A foundational 
document outlining principles for sustainable development. It consists of 
27 principles outlining the rights and responsibilities of nations to protect 
the environment and promote sustainable development. 
• Agenda 21 is a comprehensive action plan adopted at the United Nations 

Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), also known as the 
Earth Summit. It is named after the 21st century, symbolizing the urgent 
need to address environmental and developmental challenges in the 21st 
century. Agenda 21 outlines a blueprint for sustainable development, 
providing a framework for governments, international organizations, and 
civil society to work together to achieve sustainable development goals.



• Forest principles : The Forest Principles, formally known as the Non-
Legally Binding Authoritative Statement of Principles for a Global 
Consensus on the Management, Conservation and Sustainable 
Development of All Types of Forests, were adopted at the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), also 
known as the Earth Summit. The Forest Principles provide a set of 
guidelines for the sustainable management, conservation, and 
development of all types of forests worldwide. 



• Convention on Biological diversity , known informally as the biodiversity 
convention ,  is a multilateral treaty. 
• The convention has three main goals:
1.  Conservation of biological diversity ;
2.   Sustainable use of its components ;
3.   Equal sharing of benefits arising from genetic resources.

• United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC):The 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is an 
international treaty aimed at addressing climate change and its impacts on 
a global scale. The primary objective of the UNFCCC is to stabilize 
greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would 
prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system.



Criticisms:

• Lack of Binding Commitments: One of the main criticisms of the 
Earth Summit is that many of the agreements and documents 
adopted were non-binding, relying on voluntary compliance by 
member states. This limited the effectiveness of the summit's 
outcomes in driving real change on the ground.
• Insufficient Implementation: Despite the adoption of key 

agreements, critics argue that there has been insufficient 
implementation of the commitments made at the Earth Summit. 
Many countries have failed to fully integrate sustainable development 
principles into their policies and practices, leading to continued 
environmental degradation and social inequalities.



• Inequitable Distribution of Benefits: Some critics argue that the benefits 
of sustainable development and environmental protection have not been 
distributed equitably, with marginalized communities often bearing the 
brunt of environmental degradation and experiencing limited access to 
resources and opportunities.
• Limited Progress on Climate Change: While the UNFCCC was adopted at 

the Earth Summit, critics argue that progress on addressing climate change 
has been slow and inadequate. Subsequent climate negotiations have 
struggled to achieve meaningful reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, 
leading to worsening climate impacts worldwide.
• Corporate Influence: Critics have raised concerns about the influence of 

corporate interests on the Earth Summit and its outcomes. Some argue 
that powerful corporate lobbies have hindered efforts to adopt stronger 
environmental regulations and promote sustainable development 
initiatives.



Some key aspects of the legacy of the Earth 
Summit include:
• Promotion of Sustainable Development: The Earth Summit played a 

pivotal role in promoting the concept of sustainable development on 
the global stage. It emphasized the interconnectedness of 
environmental, social, and economic issues and highlighted the need 
to balance these elements to achieve long-term sustainability.
• Biodiversity Conservation: The Earth Summit raised awareness about 

the importance of biodiversity conservation and led to the adoption 
of the CBD. This treaty has played a critical role in promoting the 
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity, as well as the 
fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of 
genetic resources.



• Legacy of International Cooperation: The Earth Summit fostered 
international cooperation and collaboration among governments, 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and other stakeholders to 
address common environmental and developmental challenges. This 
spirit of cooperation continues to be evident in ongoing efforts to 
tackle global issues such as climate change, biodiversity loss, and 
sustainable development.
• Institutional Frameworks: The Earth Summit led to the establishment 

of institutional frameworks and mechanisms for addressing 
environmental and developmental issues at the global, regional, and 
national levels. These frameworks provide platforms for dialogue, 
coordination, and action among stakeholders involved in 
environmental governance.
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